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Abstract :
This paper aims at studying social anxiety disorder scale for parents of children with
autism. An instrument to measure social anxiety was developed and was
administered to 150 parent (76 male and 74 female) who were clients to autism
centers, both governmental and private in Baghdad. The study examined gender
differences and early diagnosis as factors in relation to social anxiety. After
statistical analysis, the results confirmed the presence of social anxiety in parents
of autistic children but there were no significant gender differences while the study

showed statistical differences in favor of early diagnosis. A number of

recommendations and future perspectives were presented.
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